
 

 
 

 

 
 

Editor’s desk 
CONGRESS time approaches rapidly and Pam 
will be looking for the usual helpers, cake and 
biscuit makers. Several people asked me about 
congress entry forms on Northern Suburbs swiss 
pairs day so all indications are for another full 
house.  
 An ordinary response (due to Easter holidays?) 
to the gold point teams might see them back in 
May next year, or should we drop them altogether?  
 Top 3 teams going to the zone final in June are 
CULLEN (Trevor & Darryl Cullen, Pam Horton, 
Helen & Richard McLauchlan, Bob Pearce) 173 
vps; ACKLIN  (Val Acklin, Betty Willson, Rita 
Wood, Gary Lynch) 158; and CUTMORE (Don & 
Julie Cutmore, Kath Rooney, Bob Dancer) 157.  
 An interesting article in April Australian 
Bridge re refinements to the law of total tricks.  
 If the ABF persist with a totally artificial 
Australia-wide multi-pairs competition, they may 
find many clubs opting out. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Management committee  
ITEMS of interest from the management 
committee meeting of 8 April include: 
 Dept of Sport & Recreation guidelines for 
building grant applications requires audited 
financial statements by a non-club member CPA. 
A change in our procedures is being considered. 
 Forest Place is supplying bidding pads and will 
be asked about sponsoring the congress.  
 The BCC is being approached for a possible 
clubhouse site in Tramway Street.  
 Holding the congress at the Leagues Club 
would increase costs and we lose control of the 
menus, snacks etc. We will continue in the 
community centre with a 30 table limit.  
 We have $130,000 invested at 5.71%. 

Peter Nottingham (sec) 

Masterpoint movements 
NEW masterpoint rankings as at the end of March 
for members whose home club is Arana include: 
Club 
 Darlene Smith Don Smith 
Local* 
 Joan Hill Lillian Kemp 
 Henry Polt 
Local** 
 Deslei Den Haan 
State 
 Jan Rae Kath Rooney 
Life 
 Val Acklin 

Jenny Lewis (MP sec) 
 

Refinements to the law 
SEE the April issue of Australian Bridge for 
Willie Jago’s Law of Total Tricks Magic. The 
maths might get a bit heavy for some but the 
advice is sound. Did you know that if your best 
trump fit is 7 to 10 cards, then the opposition’s 
most likely best fits are: 
 Yours 7 8 9 10 
 Theirs 7 8 8 or 9 9 
 Also, the most likely best fits are 8 carded 
(27% or the time) for a total number of trumps of 
16 with almost half of all hands containing 16 or 
17 total tricks. For every 2 tricks above 16/17 , the 
number of hcp needed for game or small slam is 
reduced by 3 (with a few provisos). 
 

Gympie congress 
THE Gympie club is building a clubhouse with 
some help from a $50,000 government grant. It 
wasn’t ready for this years congress which was 
played in a rather swish new sports stadium at the 
showgrounds. Rita Wood, Helen McLauchlan, 
Bob Pearce & I were among the 21 tables. 
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 The first qualifying session produced a tidy 
second for Bob and me, while Rita and Helen had 
a rough start which they would rather not mention. 
The third round in Q2 put us against Ralph Parker 
& Andrew Pryde. So as dealer with nil vul, what 
do you bid holding: 

8 6 4 3 2      6 5 3      K      10 9 5 3 

 Easy question? An automatic NO BID? 
Automatic if you are not Ralph Parker or Keith 
McDonald, in which case your automatic bid is 1S. 
I doubled, Andrew bid 1NT (forcing), Bob 
doubled, 2S from Ralph, 3H / 4H completing the 
auction. Thanks to Ralph’s psyche, Andrew led the 
SK through Bob’s J 10 5 and up to my A Q 9. 
Twelve tricks (and a top score to us) later, Andrew 
asked why Ralph had not psyched in Hs. ‘I only 
psyche in suits I have’, was the reply. 

 Another second produced an equal top overall 
and a place in the championship. Helen & Rita had 
a mid-field result but gave too much away in Q1 
and were consigned to the consolation. 

 A tidy start got us to 2nd when we hit Jim and 
Margaret Millar in round 6: 

 21/ N/ N-S K Q 8 4 3 
  K Q 7 6 
  A Q 6 5 
 J 10 7 -- A 9 6 2 
 2  J 10 4 
 J 4  K 10 8 2 
 Q J 10 9 6 4 3 5 8 2 
  A 9 8 5 3 
  9 7 3 
  A K 7 5 

 The auction was brief: 1S, /, 2H, 5C, 6H! Bob’s 
non-vul 5C (X) might be only 3 down for -500 
when they have a vul game (-620) or possible slam 
(-1430). Margaret took no chances and bid the 
slam. Jim played well for 11 tricks and was 
unlucky to find me with SA and DK. They got 
even on the next board. 

 22/ E/ E-W J 10 6 
  Q 10 6 3 
  4 
 5 3 2 K 10 7 5 3 A K Q 7 
 A K 8 5 4  7 
 A 6  K J 10 8 5 3 
 Q 6 2 9 8 4 A 9 
  J 9 2 
  Q 9 7 2 
  J 8 4 

 Our bidding (opponents passing) was 1D, 1H, 
1S, 2NT, 4C, 4S, 5C, 5H, 7NT. Confident that 
Bob’s 2NT showed 5-3-3-2, both 6D and 6NT 
looked safe, but if he held the DQ, 7NT looked 

cold; if not there was still the finesse. Tough luck, 
Jim held too many Ds (revenge?), 1 down. Only 1 
other pair in the championship bid this board to 
slam (6NTE) going off on a C lead. 

 We won the round and were third at lunch. 
Meanwhile, Rita & Helen were really getting into 
the swing of things with a narrow lead in their 
section. In the final session, we found the best way 
to play a very nasty board 5. 

 5/ N/ N-S -- 
  10 9 8 7 5 
  Q J 10 9 8 5 4 
 7 3 K A Q 9 8 6 5 2 
 K Q J  6 4 
 A K 7 2  3 
 10 8 7 4 K J 10 4 9 6 2 
  A 3 2 
  6 
  A Q J 5 3 

 I (S) spilled the very slippery new cards. E 
ethically stated that he had seen a number of my 
cards and the Director was called. Did partner see 
any cards? No. Did the opposition? Yes. Were 
they significant? Yes. Ok, the board is cancelled 
and you each get 60%. Talk about saved. In 21 
tables, all declarers went down, most doubled for 
-50 to -1100. Popular contracts were 2, 4, 5D, 4, 5, 
6H, 3, 4, 5NT (N/S); and 3S, 3NT (E/W). 

 While we fared well against some ‘name’ 
players (Pryde-Parker, McDonald-Slater, Millar- 
Millar, Buch-Morrison) we copped it from the 
ultimate winners and 3rd placegetters to finish 
mid-field. Helen & Rita were 1st or 2nd all 
afternoon, with a 5 point lead into the final round 
against the pair in 2nd place. They could afford to 
lose 22-26 and still win, but got up 28-20. 

 So the end result was: Bob & Richard 2 
seconds, an overall win (qualifying), and one third 
for no wine and no cash; Helen & Rita 2 sessional 
wins, an overall win, 2 bottles of wine each and 
some cash. The parting shot went to Keith 
McDonald who, as Helen & Rita were collecting 
their prize money, suggested that I would have to 
pick up my game. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Competition entry forms 
THE noticeboard has a tendency to get cluttered 
with extraneous flyers, notices, entry forms and 
other sundry material. So in the interest of tidiness, 
the secretary has put all material relating to outside 
congresses into a folder in the main cupboard. 
Check out the BLACK FOLDER if you are 
looking for an entry form. 
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Northern Suburbs swiss 
A FULL house of 94 pairs (47 tables) including 10 
Arana members contested this year’s swiss pairs. 
A tidy start was jolted by old adversaries Joan 
Sargent and Helen Miller (E/W). 

 7/ S/ All A K 
  K 9 5 4 2 
  A 8 6 3 
 J 5 3 Q 10 9 5 3 
 Q J 10 8 7 6  A 3 
 Q 10 9 7  5 4 2 
 J 2 8 7 6 4 2 8 6 4 
  -- 
  K J 
  A K Q 10 9 7 

 Playing 4 loser twos, I (S) could have opened 
2C but the Ss were too weak and I opted for 1C. W 
passed, Helen bid 1H and I bid 1S. Helen’s 2D 
(4th suit) got 2S from me, showing 5Ss and 
therefore 6Cs. Helen decided her secondary S 
support was pretty good and bid 4S. Joan (E) 
thought she had me this time but wasn’t game to 
double as I have escaped her clutches before. 

 The HQ was ducked and ruffed in hand. The 
SA and K revealed the awful trump break. The 
CA, K and Q were followed by the C10 which 
Joan failed to ruff (she had forgotten that I ruffed 
the opening lead and did not want to shorten her 
trumps too early). The DA, a H ruff and the DK 
completed 10 tricks. 

 Board 1 after lunch was one that got away. 
Helen passed the W hand and, playing multi-2s, I 
opened 2D (weak 2H, weak 2S or 21-22 flat). 
Helen bid 3C (blow your weak 2H/S, leave me 
alone in Cs). I bid 3NT showing the big hand and 
Helen passed. The DA was underled - 13 tricks. 

 6 A J 9 
 J 9 4 3 A K Q 
 6 K J 9 7 
 K Q J 9 7 4 3 A 10 6 

 Our next opponents also missed that slam when 
W opened 3C and E bid 3NT. It would take me at 
least a millisecond to bid 6C/6NT if partner 
showed that 7 carded C suit. 

 After an up and down day, we were faring best 
of the Arana contingent but an ordinary second last 
round dented proceedings. We had a good final 
round but Jan Rae and Kath Rooney managed to 
sneak past and take the honours with top 30 
finishes and a few red masterpoints. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Australia-wide multi-nonsense 
A BIT hard to get excited about the 36 slam happy 
boards in the 97 Australia-wide multi-pairs. It did 
not take long for some of us to realise that the 
whole object of the event was to choose between 
5, 6 and 7 in a suit or NT on every board. It got to 
the point that once a fit was found, bid 6 anyway 
and take your chances. At board 9, I was still using 
(contrived) logic. 

 J 10 8 A 3 1H 1S 
 A Q 6 5 2 K J 8 7 2D 3C 
 A J 5 4 K Q 10 3S 4C 
 8 K Q 10 6 4S 5C 
   5D 6H 

 The 1S bid was a mark timer and Bob’s 2D 
rebid allowed a 4th suit forcing 3C. The 3S bid 
showed his hand as 3-5-4-1 and after checking for 
aces and kings, the 6H bid looked safe I don’t 
know why I bothered when 1H-6H would have got 
me to the same contract as every other table. 
Twelve tricks later, Paula McMahon was the only 
one at the table to ask about my 2 carded 1S bid. 

 There were only 5 boards we played that we 
did not bid to slam; 4 of these were either 
sacrifices or we talked the opposition out of it; the 
5th was board 11 where Bob’s 1K plus trump 
support did not seem like enough for 6H. 

 A 6 4 3 K 9 8 2H 2NT 
 A K Q 7 5 3 J 10 4 3H 3S 
 A Q J 9 5 4 3 4S 5H 
 A 7 2 

 In fact, 7H is on. The opposition’s Ds are 3-3 
so AD, H to dummy, D ruff, H to dummy, D ruff 
sets up lots of D tricks. It was about here that we 
traded logic for brute force. 

 All tables bid board 17 to 6S making 13. The 
commentary suggests we should have been in 7S. 
The strain was all too much as 6 tables bid board 
23 to 6C, but only 2 Ws holding CAK doubled. 
Board 24 was the most competitive. NS can (and 
did) compete strongly in Ss foiling EW’s 6H. 

 The concept of this year’s event might have 
seemed like a good idea at the time, but overall 
impression was that it was too artificial. Winners 
on the night were: N/S - Bob Pearce & Richard 
McLauchlan (male), Jan Rae & Paul Yates 
(mixed), Carol Wilson & Judy Perkins (female); 
E/W - Pam Horton & Helen McLauchlan (female), 
Trevor & Darryl Cullen (male), Julie Cutmore & 
Bob Dancer (mixed). 

Richard McLauchlan 
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Toowoomba congress 
FOR something different, try the Toowoomba 
congress over the May day weekend. A smallish 
pairs field (17 tables) on Sat & Sun is followed by 
the more popular teams (26 tables) on Mon. A 
large proportion of ACOL and PRECISION 
players is sure to keep you on your toes. 
 Helen & I had 2 seconds to Dahler-Mayers in 
qualifying (same as last year) to make the major 
final. On board 3, you (vul) pick up: 

A      J 8 6      K Q 6 5      J 7 4 3 2 
and hear LHO open 1D, pass, pass. Now what? Do 
you balance with a X, bid 2C or maybe 2D? If you 
are my party-pooping opponent, you quietly pass 
and put my 20 hcp 1D down 1. We had hoped for a 
better start but managed 4th at lunch after which, 
Ralph Parker & Richard Wallis (eventual seconds) 
bid board 2 to 3NT. 
 6 3 K 10 8 5 
 A 5 4 Q 9 3 
 8 7 K J 3 
 K 10 8 7 5 A Q 3 
 Helen led the C4 and Ralph commented ‘hmm, 
a neutral club lead, eh’. He won the club in 
dummy, finessed against my DQ losing to Helen’s 
A. After running the Cs, he played a S to his K, 
reaching this position: 
  6 
  A 5 4 
 Q 9 7 A 
 J 8 7  K 10 
 --  Q 6 
 -- 10 -- 
  Q 9 
  K 3 
  -- 
 If he takes the DK and exits with the D3, I win, 
take the SA, and have to lead away from H K-10. 
Playing the HQ makes 10 tricks. Ralph said he 
thought Helen’s original ‘neutral’ C lead suggested 
she held H K-J. Not wishing to risk the contract, 
he cashed the DK and HA for 9 tricks and a 9-7 
score to them. That extra trick scores 14-2. Nice to 
confuse the experts. A relatively ordinary 
afternoon when we also played the eventual 3rds 
and 4ths gave us a creditable 5th place with MPs 
in all sessions. 
 We teamed with Riva Meltzer and John Pelton 
(NSBC) on Monday and annihilated our first 
opponents by 53-0 IMPS to go to top spot. That 
put us against MAYERS and we elected to play the 
pairs winners, John Rose & Neville Francis. Board 
14 set the tone and nearly got me into the psyche 
register. 

 14/ E/ Nil A Q 4 3 
  K 2 
  A J 7 
 K 7 K J 8 6 9 8 5 
 A 6  Q J 
 Q 10 5 3 2  K 9 8 6 4 
 A Q 10 5 J 10 6 2 4 3 2 
  10 9 8 7 5 4 3 
  -- 
  9 7 
 I dislike letting Precision players get the first 
bid in, so when E passed, I opened 2D (weak 2H/S 
(6-10 points, 6 carded) or 21-22 balanced). John 
doubled, Helen bid 2NT (how good is your hand?) 
and Neville bid 3D. I bid 3H showing minimum 
Hs; 4D and ‘a lot of points in this pack’ got 4H, 
5D, /, /, X. Two down and 300 to us was ordinary 
as we can make 5H. 
 Not much excitement for the rest of the day. 
We seemed at a slight disadvantage having played 
2 days of pairs and feeling a little tired while half 
the field had come up the range just for the teams. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Kevin Simpson 
KEVIN recently suffered heart problems and was 
in line for a transplant when other complications 
arose. He died rather suddenly on May 15. 
 A founding member of the club, Kevin was 
presented with an appropriate award at last year’s 
10th birthday. He was auditor or treasurer for 
many years as well as serving on the committee - a 
true club man. He will always be remembered for 
his sense of humour and seemingly endless jokes. 
Life was never dull at his table. 
 Our sincerest sympathies go to his wife Dianne 
and children Danny and Jennifer. 

 

Important dates 
• Sat 24-25/5 Caloundra congress (teams) 
• Sun 25/5 BBC swiss pairs 
• Tue 27/5 Management committee meeting 
• Sat 30/5-1/6 Arana congress 
• Fri 6-7/6 Alcatel world pairs 
• Sun 8-9/6 QCBC congress 
• Sat 14-15/6 Sunshine Coast pairs 
• Mon-Wed 16-18/6 Red point sessions 
• Fri 20/6, 27/6, 4/7 GNOT finals NSBC 
• Sat 21/6 Directors’ exam 
• Sun 22/6 Toowong pairs 
• Sat 28-29/6 Moreton Bribie congress 
• Sun 29/6 BBC novice pairs 
• Tue 1, 8, 15/7 Swiss teams 
• Wed 2, 9, 16/7 Teams championship 


